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Context Activities 

 

This is Renoir’s painting Paysage Bords de Seine (‘Landscape on the Bank of the Seine’): 

 

 

 

Here is some information about the Renoir painting. 

 

 It was painted in 1879 by Renoir. 

 It was painted for his mistress on a linen napkin. 

 It was loaned to the Baltimore Museum in 1937. 

 It was stolen in 1951. 

 It was “bought at a flea market” for $7 in 2009. 

 It was taken to an auction house in 2012. 

 It was valued at over $100,000. 

 A question was raised about the ownership. 

 It was withdrawn from sale. 

 It was investigated by the police. 

 It was ordered to be returned by a judge. 

 It was returned to Baltimore Museum in 2013. 
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Part 1: Field & Ideational Meanings 

 

 Discuss the vocabulary related to ‘crime’ and ‘theft’ 

 Make a list of famous art crimes 

 Why are people interested in these kinds of crimes? 

 What kinds of information do readers want to know about the crimes? 

 Introduce the newspaper report genre’s lead sentence. 

 

Part 2: Tenor & Interpersonal Meanings 

 

 In groups think about possible readership for the websites below. Possibly think in terms of: 

 Agentive Role – Are the readers art professionals? General public? 

 Societal Role – Are the readers highly educated? Is the website talking to equals? Informing? 

 Social Distance – Are they regular readers? Is it a small readership community? 

 

Group A: You are a reporter for artdaily.org, an art news and information website. 

 

Group B: You are a reporter for Associated Press (AP), the international press organization. 

 

Group C: You work for CBC News, a website of the CBC TV network, in the Arts and Entertainment section.  

 

Group D: You work for itsinteresting.com, a blog about interesting news. 

 

Part 3: Mode & Textual Meanings 

 

 Introduce the concept Given-New and information flow (from most to least important). Compare, for example:  

 ‘My brother is a doctor who works at a hospital in Sydney’ (New = doctor  hospital  Sydney) 

 ‘I have a brother in Sydney who is a doctor at a hospital.’ (New = brother  Sydney  doctor  hospital) 

 

 Each group, rank the information above in the order that would appeal to your readers – from most to least. 

 Try to write a lead sentence for an article that would interest your readership: 
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Story 1 

 

 

ALEXANDRIA, VA.- The Potomack Company announced the withdrawal of Pierre-Auguste Renoir’s painting 

Paysage Bords de Seine from a planned sale on September 29 at the Potomack Company auction house after a 

question was raised by The Baltimore Museum of Art on Wednesday, September 26, about the ownership of the 

painting. 

 

Story 2 

 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Police have located a 60-year-old theft report from the day a Renoir painting 

disappeared from the Baltimore Museum of Art that matches the description of an artwork that sold for $7 

recently at a flea market. Now an art theft expert says the museum has a strong case to get it back. 

 

Story 3 

 

The Renoir painting that caused a sensation when it was bought at a flea market for $7 US may have been stolen 

from a museum six decades ago, and an auction house has put its sale on hold. 

 

Story 4 

 

 

A napkin-size Renoir painting bought for $7 at a flea market but valued at up to $100,000 must be returned 

to the museum it was stolen from in 1951, a federal judge ordered on Friday. 

 

 

http://www.potomackcompany.com/
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Register Activities 

 

Ideational Meanings 

 What vocabulary related to ‘art crime’ does each article use? Why? 

 What information was included in the lead sentence? What was NOT included? 

 What kind of decisions influenced this choice? 

 What Processes are used in each article? 

 What Circumstances are used? 

 Which articles use clause complexing? Which use Circumstances? 

 

Interpersonal Meanings 

 Compare the use of modality in the articles. What effect does it have? How is it influenced by context? 

 Compare the use of names in each article. What does it indicate about assumed background knowledge? 

 

Textual Meanings 

 Write the Theme for each article: 

 Story 1:             

 Story 2:             

 Story 3:             

 Story 4:             

 How might the choice of Theme be influenced by Context? 

 How is the New information ordered in each article? 

 Compare the use of design and font for each website. 

 

 


