
The Proust Questionnaire 

 

Reports 

Today, you are going to write a short REPORT based on a questionnaire comparing your answers to your 

partner’s. Writing reports is an important skill because it is very commonly used in university and work. 

 

An Information Report presents factual information about a subject. It generally has this structure: 

 

• Opening statement 

   - Topic sentence to introduce the subject and create interest 

   - a short description of the subject or a definition 

 

• Paragraphs 

   - each paragraph is about a different part of the subject.  

   - begins with a topic or a preview sentence 

   - focus is on facts not opinion 

 

• Conclusion 

   - Gives a short summary about the subject 

   - Does not include any new information 

 

To organize a report we can choose between two different styles: 

 

Block Format 

 Introduction 

 Body paragraph 1: Myself  

1. Question 1 

2. Question 2 

3. Question 3 

 Body paragraph 2: My Partner  

1. Question 1 

2. Question 2 

3. Question 3 

 Conclusion 

 

Point by Point Format 

 Introduction 

 Body Paragraph 1: Question 1  

1. Myself 

2. My friend 

 Body Paragraph 2: Question 2  

1. Myself 

2. My friend 

 Body Paragraph 3: Question 3  

1. Myself 

2. My friend 

 Conclusion 

 

 

 



The Proust Questionnaire 

 

 Here is a short questionnaire text: 

 

 

(Richards, J.C. & Bohlke, D. Four Corners 4, CUP) 

 

 Your answer: Choose THREE questions from the Proust Questionnaire: 

1.            

2.            

3.            

 Now write YOUR OWN answers to the questions. 

1.            

2.            

3.            

 Now ask your partner and write YOUR PARTNER’S answers. 

1.            

2.            

3.            
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 Here are two examples of a report in the two different styles. 

 

1. Block Style 

 

The other day I asked my friend Justin some questions from the Proust Questionnaire. The 

questionnaire became popular in the 1890s after Marcel Proust, who was a French writer, thought 

that the answers show us a lot about a person’s thoughts, values and experiences. The three 

questions I chose were an overused word, our idea of perfect happiness, and our greatest fear. First I 

answered them myself and then I asked Justin. This way we could compare our answers. 

As for myself, I said the word I overused most was “SRSLY”. I use it all the time when I text my 

friends. The next question was about happiness and my answer was doing what you want with your 

life. I think it’s important to make up your own mind and finding your own path in life. The last 

question was our greatest fear and I said mine was snakes. I can’t stand snakes! Whenever I see a 

snake, even on TV, I have to cover my eyes and look away. 

On the other hand, the word Justin said he overused most was “whatever” and it’s true – he does 

say it a lot! Justin said his greatest happiness was riding his bicycle. That’s kind of simple, but it’s 

nice. However, he said his greatest fear was being alone. I thought that was an interesting answer.  

Doing the questionnaire was kind of fun and interesting. I found out a lot about Justin I didn’t 

know before. Sometimes, asking questions like these can help us get to know people and see what we 

have in common. 

 

 

2. Point by Point Style 

 

The other day I asked my friend Justin some questions from the Proust Questionnaire. The 

questionnaire became famous in the 1890s after Marcel Proust, who was a French writer, thought 

that the answers show us a lot about a person’s thoughts, values and experiences. First I chose three 

questions from the questionnaire and answered them myself and then I asked Justin. This way we 

could compare our answers. 

The first question I asked was an overused word. I said mine was “SRSLY”. I use it all the time 

when I text my friends. But Justin said his was “whatever” and it’s true – he does say it a lot!  

The next question I asked was our idea of perfect happiness. Mine was doing what you want with 

your life. I think it’s important to make up your own mind and finding your own path in life. However 

Justin said his was riding his bicycle. That’s kind of simple but it’s nice. 

The last question was our greatest fear. I said my greatest fear was snakes. I can’t stand snakes! 

Whenever I see a snake, even on TV, I have to cover my eyes and look away. Justin said his greatest 

fear was being alone. I thought that was an interesting answer. 

Doing the questionnaire was kind of fun and interesting. I found out a lot about Justin I didn’t 

know before. Sometimes, asking questions like these can help us get to know people and see what we 

have in common. 
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 Now, use the information above to write a short report comparing you and your partner. 

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

            

 


