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 Examples of verbs serving as material Processes: 

 

Type: creative intransitive transitive 

general  appear, emerge, occur, take 

place, happen 

 

develop, form, grow, produce 

specific   create, make, prepare 

 assemble, build, construct, 

compose, design, draft, draw, 

forge, paint, sketch, write, 

bake, brew, cook, knit, sew, 

weave, dig, drill, found, 

establish, open, set up 

    

Type: transformative intransitive transitive 

elaborating state burn, singe, boil, fry, bake, dissolve, cool, freeze, warm, heat, 

melt, liquefy, pulverize, vaporize, harden, soften 

make-up blow up, break, burst, chip, collapse, crack, crash, explode, 

shatter, tear, mend, heal 

erupt crush, demolish, destroy, 

damage, mash, smash, 

squash, wreck 

chop, cut, mow, prune, slice, trim 

 axe, hack, harpoon, knife, 

pierce, prick, spear, skewer, 

stab, sting 

surface polish, rub, dust, scratch, wipe 

 brush, lick, rake, scrape, shave, 

sweep 

size compress, decompress, enlarge, extend, expand, grow, stretch, 

reduce, shrink, shrivel 

shape form, shaped, arch, bend, coil, contort, curl, uncurl, curve, 

deform, distort, fashion, flatten, fold, unfold, stretch, squash, 

twist 

age age, ripen, mature, modernize 

amount increase, reduce, strengthen, weaken 

colour colour, blacken, whiten, darken, brighten, fade, solarize 

blush, redden, yellow, pale  
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Type: transformative (cont.) intransitive transitive 

elaborating 

(cont.) 

light twinkle, glimmer, glisten, 

glitter, gleam, glow, flash, 

flicker, sparkle, shimmer 

 

shine 

 light, illuminate 

sound boom, rumble, rustle, roar, 

thunder, peal 

 

chime, toll, sound, ring 

exterior peel, skin  

 bark, husk, pare, scalp, shuck 

 cover, strip, uncover, remove, 

drape, paper, plate, roof, 

unroof, wall-paper, shroud, 

wrap, unwrap 

 clothe, attire, dress, strip, 

undress, robe, disrobe 

 coat, butter, enamel, gild, 

grease, lacquer, paint, pave, 

plaster, stucco, tar, varnish, 

veneer, whitewash 

 gut, disembowel, dress, pit 

 hit, strike, bump, knock, tap, 

punch, slap, spank, elbow, 

kick, belt, cane, shoot, stone, 

whip 

aperture open, shut, close 

operation run, operate, work, ride, drive, fly, sail 

  captain, command, rule, 

govern, bring up, nurse, 

mother 

extending possession  give, offer, tip, advance, 

bequeath, will, leave, donate, 

grant, award, cable, fax, post, 

mail, e-mail, hand, deliver, 

send, lend, lease, loan, deny 

hire, rent, sell 
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Type: transformative (cont.) intransitive transitive 

extending 

(cont.) 

possession 

(cont.) 

 feed, serve, supply, provide, 

present, furnish 

 deprive, dispossess, divest, 

rob, strip, cheat  

acquire, get, take, grab, steal, 

pilfer, buy, borrow, hire, rent 

accompaniament join, meet, assemble, accumulate, collect, cluster, crowd, flock, 

herd, separate, disassemble, disband, disperse, scatter, spread 

enhancing motion: manner bounce, gyrate, rock, shake, tremble, spin, swing, wave, walk, 

amble, limp, trot, run, jog, gallop, jump, march, stroll, roll, slide, 

drive, fly, sail 

motion: place come, go bring, take 

approach, arrive, reach, 

return, depart, leave, circle, 

encircle, surround, cross, 

traverse, enter, exit, escape, 

follow, tail, precede, pass, 

overtake, land, take off 

 

down, drop, fall/fell, rise/raise, capsize, overturn, tilt, tip, topple, 

upset 

 

 (From: Halliday, M.A.K. & Matthiessen, C.M.I.M., 2004, An Introduction to Functional Grammar, London: Hodder Arnold) 


